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Based on the case study for 4th-grade student John Smith, I believe he could successfully spend 20% of his day in a general education setting as opposed to 100% in a self-contained ESE classroom. According to the case study, while John struggles academically, he is social and exhibits virtually no concerning behaviors, so I believe he would benefit from spending a portion of his day in a general education setting among neurotypical peers. However, due to the fact that John displays challenges across all academic areas, I believe that his time in an inclusive setting would be best spent in areas like Art, Music, Physical Education, recess and/or lunchtime.
When considering the four areas of accommodations which include presentation, responding, setting, and scheduling, there are numerous accommodations I believe John could receive in order to be successful in a general education setting for 20% of his day. First, John’s ESE teacher reported that he does well with visual supports and is able to follow a picture schedule to complete his work. Therefore, I believe if visual supports are used in an inclusive setting as well, it will help him to stay on task, on schedule, and to comprehend directions more effectively. Graphic directions with pictures or diagrams can also help John by eliminating the need for verbal and written instructions. Similarly, samples can be used to demonstrate and model what is expected of him (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Since John’s parents expressed that they would like him to become less dependent on adults, these visual instructions will also ultimately help to promote independence.
According to John’s report, he frequently seeks affirmation for his work. Therefore, I believe verbal encouragement such as “keep working!” will help John to stay on task. It was also mentioned that John sometimes displays difficulties with asking for help. His teacher could use monitoring to determine if he is in need of support or assistance, as well as to conduct periodic checks to ensure he is responding to the task as instructed. John’s parents also reported that he does well with behavior management plans. Therefore, clearly defined class rules and expectations should be enforced to help John in an inclusive setting (Accommodations Manual, 2018).
Lastly, since John often complains about his hands hurting due to deficits in his fine motor skills, John should have access to assistive technology in order to help him. Pencil grips could help him if he needs to use a writing utensil, as well as spring-loaded or loop scissors. He could also be given an accommodation so that he could provide oral answers as opposed to written or typed answers (Accommodations Manual, 2018).
Overall, I believe with the right supports, accommodations, instructional strategies, and academic procedures in place, John could be successful in spending 20% of his day in a general education setting.
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My thoughts about this student spending 20% of his day in an inclusive setting is that he would benefit from it. I believe that he would benefit because he needs to build strengths in peer interactions and it would be best if he were around typical peers. I do not think that this student should be in the general education classroom, but I think that he should possibly do a music class and lunch with typical developing peers. 
If this student was placed in general education music class and lunch, he would need a paraprofessional. The paraprofessional would be there to help manage his behaviors if he needs help or does not want to do something. I think he also needs to have visuals to remember to use coping skills of when a task does not go his way or if he needs help, to ask for it. I believe music class would help strengthen his hands when using the instruments. If he were in a general education classroom, he would need a computer so that he can type assignments once his hand gets tired. He would need to be placed on access points because he is below grade level and diagnosed with an intellectual disability. He would also need the visuals to remind him of his schedule to reduce behaviors.
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